
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

On the Covid Frontline 
 
This comes from Nigel Beeton, (pictured below in his PPE) who works in Radiology in a hospital in 

the East of England, and who is one of the resident poets on Parish Pump! 
During this time of the coronavirus crisis, he is writing a weekly diary of his life at the hospital 

 

 
You may be wondering about the 
result of my coronavirus test. Well, I 
was tested last Wednesday, and on 
Bank Holiday Monday a lady rang 
me up, confirmed my details, and 
said “Well, I am sorry to have to 
inform you…” (by this time my heart 
was at a standstill) “… that your test 
was invalid!”  
So, I had to go back again and have 
a swab hoover around the inside of 
my sinuses, but now it’s Thursday 
evening, and I still haven’t heard, 
and it’s time to write my blog. 
It doesn’t matter much now, anyway, because I retired today. Thankfully, the 
weather was beautiful, and so we were able to have a socially distanced gathering 
in a courtyard, though only a tenth of the people were there that I’d have liked to be 
there. But instead I did a tour of the hospital and saw a lot of my colleagues, and 
words and gestures had to stand in for hugs and handshakes, but it was all very 
nice, anyway. Then I took Carol my wife out for a meal. OK, it was only in the 
hospital canteen but that’s all there is at the moment! As I got home this evening the 
last of the eight o’clock claps was taking place, strange that the last one is on my 
retirement day. 
My retirement gift was a lovely globe… I’ve always wanted a globe, I love just 
gazing at all the exotic places that I’ve never been able to visit and now I still can’t, 
despite being retired!  But I can still gaze at them on a globe.  
My colleague who tested positive made a speedy recovery and is back at work 
already. Three others tested positive, but they are all right as ninepence. What a 
strange, capricious thing this coronavirus is! Some patients suffer a long, drawn out, 

suffocating death while other people barely know that they’ve had it. I expect that 
the boffins understand this but I’m not sure that I do. 
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What I do understand is how glad and thankful I am that I’ve made it to retirement 
and that all my staff so far are safe and well. 
I take my leave of the Covid frontline now. I have some holiday, during which I will 
not be travelling along the Danube on a river cruise as planned, but we might sit in 
the caravan on the drive for a few days anyway. Thank you all for following my little 
story and for your messages of support.  
It’s not over yet, of course, and may not be for months, so do keep vigilant and look 
after yourselves. But from me, for now, thank you, and good-bye. 
 

C of E has been ‘astonishingly present’ – says 
new Archbishop 

 
During the coronavirus crisis, the Church of England has been accused of “vacating 
the public square or of being absent.”  
So wrote Bishop Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York Designate, in a recent article 
for one of the national newspapers.  But he goes on: “I simply do not recognise 
(this).  The Church of England has been astonishingly present, albeit in many new 
and remarkable ways.” 
The Bishop then gave many examples of various local churches who have reacted 
with positive action during the crisis. Some have started food banks, helped 
refugees and asylum seekers, set up telephone prayer services, started zoom Bible 
groups, or organised children and youth events online. 
“These stories are being replicated up and down the country,” he continued. “Most 
astonishing of all, plenty of churches report very large numbers of people joining 
their streamed services.  
“Of course, we long for our church buildings to reopen. But when they do, it won’t be 
business as usual – partly because we are discovering new ways of serving our 
communities.   
“When we do return to the sacred, beautiful space of our church buildings, with all 
their vital and much-missed resonances of continuity, I believe the Church of 
England will emerge from this stronger than it has been for a long while.  
Bishop Stephen Cottrell Archbishop of York Designate, was writing in the Daily Telegraph on 12th 
May 2020. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Coronavirus and local churches 
 

‘Going to church’ is not what it used to be. With our church 
buildings closed, many of us now ‘go’ to services transmitted 
via YouTube or other social media. They last only about 45 
minutes, half the length of a normal Sunday church service.  
Some churches also transmit a daily prayer slot or provide a 
children’s programme online once or twice a week.  All such 
seem to be popular and attract those who may well not have 
visited the relevant church for years!  
 

So – what are the positives in all this?  For there are some! 
 

Many non-regular church people watching.  It would seem that many people in 
isolation are watching these streamed services at home, many more than usually 
attend the church in question. Many churches are reporting increases from viewing 
of 20%, 50% or even 100%. 
   
Advantages of social media viewing.  It is easier to ‘attend’, especially for the elderly 
or disabled, and you can have a cup of tea alongside you if you wish!   
Popularity of format.  Some say they like the ‘personal’ approach with the preacher 
as he/she seems just a couple of feet away, which means the sermon is more likely 
to be listened to!  It’s usually shorter also.  It may help bring calm to worried 
people.  Some may be seeking answers from the Christian faith as to why God has 
sent or allowed this worldwide plague. 
 

What about the negative aspects of online services? 
 

Middle-class and/or resource dominance.  Many churchgoing people, particularly the 
elderly and less well-off, do not have a smart phone, a tablet or computer.   
  
Primacy within the preaching is not known.  How far the Gospel is actually being 
preached is unknown; how many people are coming to faith is unknown.  
 

Long-term impact uncertain.   Online services cannot give the connectedness of 
face-to-face interaction, though they may suggest a wider and simpler framework for 
the future.  They cannot help loneliness to the same extent, nor can the minister get 
to know people personally.  
 

One probable long-term implication 
  
Helpful service supports faith image.  Churches which are now serving their local 
community, especially with meals, food banks, and other like services, are building 
an image of love and care.  Finance for such is often being donated by the 
churches, and volunteers are coming forward.  Those churches which do the most 
are likely to emerge the stronger, or at least more respected than they were.  
 

Dr Peter Brierley can be contacted at www.brierleyconsultancy.com 

 



Use your old clothes to help others in poverty 
 
Lockdown drove many of us to do a Spring 
clear-out of our wardrobes.  But what do you 
do now do with the old clothes you no longer 
want? 
Charity shops may be closed for the time 
being, but there's still a way to donate your old 
items and support your favourite charities. Just 
go online and visit Thrift+ .  It is an online store 
where you can buy and donate great quality 
second-hand clothes. And you get to choose 

which cause to support when you make a donation. 
While lockdown measures are in place, they've introduced a doorstep collection 
service, so you don't need to leave your home to support life-transforming charities. 
 

Source: Parish Pump 
 
 

When this is over, 
may we never take for granted 
a hand shake with a stranger, 

full shelves at the supermarket, 
conversations with neighbours, 

a crowded theatre, 
Friday night out with friends, 

the taste of communion, 
a routine check up, 

a school rush each morning, 
coffee with a friend, 
the stadium roaring, 
a boring Tuesday, 
each deep breath, 

life itself. 
when this ends, 

may we find 
that we have become 

more like the people we wanted to be, 
we were called to be, 

we hoped to be. 
 

 

https://go.capuk.org/e/361711/2020-05-21/22cq2sh/418629194?h=9TVAXkBzJ33cmcYCoEuof5ltXtD0HMraw9jtE6ALGyY

